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"No, except my school shoes. But I shall have/*
she added more happily, "when we have the
money auntie will fetch them from the Chinaman5
they went to be mended and he won't give them
back until we pay. 1 wish he would," she sighed.
"These are very uncomfortable and they smell"
"Go and get that water/' said Belle unsym-
pathetically."Rosa, you can't wear those knickers,"
"Why can't I? They've got lace on."
Belle was not listening, "Oh, I wish I had some
stockings/' she said*
"Stockings!5' cried Rosa. "We have never worn
stockings, and if we did they wouldn't show5 but 1
show through this dress. Belle, I wish I could
wear my vest. I look a sight."
But when she followed Belle into William's
drawing-room all the heads turned towards them
like flowers towards the sun. The eyes of the men
rested on them, but the girls' eyes glanced from
head to heel and turned back to the men; only in
their smiles which grew a little harder, and their
voices, raised and more emphatic, and the way
they arched their necks and defiantly drank their
cocktails, they showed that they were aware of
Belle and Rosa. They were showing a yellow light
that might change to red or green.
Belle went straight across to them. She had a
string of young men behind her, but she talked
only to the man who had brought them to the
party.
"Mr. Harman, rny sister Rosa/*
He had squeezed her hand and looked into her